SUMMIT COUNTY, UTAH
ORDINANCE NO. ________
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR THE REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
PENALTY REDUCTIONS AND WAIVERS
WHEREAS, pursuant to Utah Code Annotated §59‐2‐306, county assessors in the State of Utah are authorized
to request a signed statement from any person, listing all of the person’s assessable property; and
WHEREAS, when a county assessor requests a signed statement from a person, Utah Code Annotated §59‐2‐
306 requires the person to file the signed statement by May 15th or by sixty days after the date of the request,
whichever is later; and
WHEREAS, Utah Code Annotated §59‐2‐307 establishes a mandatory penalty equal to 10% of the estimated
tax due or $25.00, whichever is greater, for failing to file the signed statement; and
WHEREAS, Utah Code Annotated §59‐2‐307 says the penalty for failing to file the signed statement “may not
be waived or reduced by the assessor, county, [or] county Board of Equalization…except pursuant to a
procedure for the review and approval of reductions and waivers adopted by county ordinance…”; and
WHEREAS, the County Legislative Body of the County of Summit, the State of Utah [hereinafter “Council”]
finds that the costs of imposing and collecting the penalty for failure to file the signed statement outweigh the
benefits of imposing the penalty, including the penalty amount collected and desire to establish a process to
allow the County Assessor to the review and approve the waiver of penalties.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council hereby ordains as follows:
1) Title 1, “Administration,” Chapter 12 , “Property Taxes,” ARTICLE D, Personal Property Penalty
Reductions and Waivers is hereby enacted to read as attached as Exhibit A.

2) Effective Date: This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days after the date of its publication.
APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED and ordered published by the Summit County Council, this ____ day of
_________________, 2018.

SUMMIT COUNTY COUNCIL
SUMMIT COUNTY, UTAH

___________________________________________
By Council Chair

ATTEST:

SUMMIT COUNTY CLERK
Date of Publication _________________________________, 2018.

Exhibit A

TITLE 1, ADMINISTRATION
Chapter 12, PROPERTY TAXES
ARTICLE D, Personal Property Penalty Reductions and Waivers
1‐12D‐1: PURPOSE: In order to establish the procedure for the review and approval of reductions and waivers
for penalties imposed for failure to timely file a signed statement required by Section 59‐2‐306, Utah Code
Annotated (as amended), failure to timely file a signed statement with respect to name and place of
residence, or failure to appear and testify, this procedure is established pursuant to Section 59‐2‐307(2)(a),
Utah Code Annotated. It is enacted for the purpose of reducing the costs incurred by the County in imposing
and collecting these penalties against certain taxpayers.
1‐12D‐2: PENALTY REDUCTION NOT BASED ON COUNTY ERROR:
A. The County Assessor may waive a penalty that would otherwise be imposed on a taxpayer, under state law,
for failure to timely file a signed statement, failure to timely file a signed statement with respect to name and
place of residence, or failure to appear and testify. The County Assessor may exercise this authority through
his/her deputies. The County Assessor may only exercise this authority when, upon review of the taxpayer’s
account, the County Assessor finds that each of the following requirements is met:
(1) the assessment of the penalty was not caused by a County error;
(2) the tax amount due for the subject year does not exceed $105.00, excluding penalties and interest;
(3) the penalty has been assessed because of a failure to file the signed statement required by Section 59‐2‐
306, Utah Code Annotated, because of a failure to file the signed statement with respect to name and place of
residence, or because of the failure to appear and testify;
(4) the penalty, prior to any reduction, does not exceed $100.00; and
(5) the best human interests and the interests of the State and the County are served.
B. The determination made by the Summit County Assessor as provided for herein shall constitute the decision
and determination of the County Council.
1‐12D‐3: PENALTY WAIVER AND REDUCTION BASED ON COUNTY ERROR:
Where the County Assessor finds that an error made by the County precipitated assessment of the penalty
under Section 59‐2‐307, Utah Code Annotated, the penalty may be reduced or waived.

